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T WASHINGTON~—Over the la.st fwe years Ihe Cen

. tral Intelligence: Agency has fought a series of bats"’

" ‘tles, legal and political, to keep a shield of secrecy
~over .its activities.. Now -the. agency faces a. fresh
problem, and a considerable one. -2 -

. Frank Snepp, a former employee, has Just pubhshed
-a highly critical book, *“Decent Interval.’”. A senior
analyst on Vietnam until he'left the aoency in 1976,
Mr. Snepp charges that the American departure in

i 1975 was so bungled that thousands of Vietnamese.

collaborators were left behind and many more ex-.
posed to retahatxon by the Communists. The agency,’

and asked the Justice Department to consxder legal
action against Mr. Snepp.
.- - But the matter does notenid with Mr; Snepp "Agen-
! cy officials are concemed that other former employ-
~ -ees may be: inspired ‘to write "or’ may ‘evén have
: .boo!s on the way:Moreover, more than 800" p»oplo
ftom the Operanons Divisioni~those who ¢aity out -
-covert activities—have been “given notice by:tke
dxrector Stansfield Turner, and. will be leaving over:
. the-next two years.- Oftxc;ats fear ‘that they wiil
ba tempted by publishers” offers or'moved by their-
' .own feelings to “write. . Unlike, previous ideological’
-, dxsaorcement with “agency -objectives -and xnethods,"
" criticism from these sources might, like Mr. Snepg's,:
“-take the line: “If we're: going to have 2 cland°stxne.
'- ~service, let’s havera good one.” =+ =° S eEen
-¢)¢ - The .question’ is- what the- Governmient ‘can do fo- :
yoe fend. off - this perceived  new threat fo mtelhﬂence =
& secrecy-It- is more than~a' narrow legal iésie. For =
" any official device to Inhibit freedom of expression -
-, runs: into» constitutional doubts; -and .hmmy Certer
i as-a- campaigner made a point of saym° that he

..beheved in open government.. .. iie fopie) R
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reactirig quickly and firmly, has denied the c¢harges,”
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» - The agency succeeded in ce S —
vtanx)oqk about it, "'The QLA agd the Cult,of Intelli-+ *
. gence” by Victor Marchetti’ and John' Marks. The:™
device was 2 suit to make Mr. Marchetti, a former
employee, submit any manuscript for clearance be-
fore publicaticn. The suit was based on a secrecy
agreement signad by all who join_the agency, and -
the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth
-Circuit held- that- that was a “contract,” binding
’ forever that could be enforced by injunction.
- The-court ordered Mr, Marchetti not to write or °
say an)thma based on information classified while .

_ \ .he avas in the agency—for the rest, of his life. The

mited- States Supreme ourt twice; refu,sed to hear i
\me caSe, and-thé-book* was’ published-with" b!anks
i+ where passages had been deleted.
! Mr. Snepp also signed a secrecy aoreement‘ “1
i hereby agree -that I-will-never divulge, publish or
reveal by writing, word conduct or othenmse any

. ‘ class:f*ed information,. mcludm’! C.LA. .cover - ar-

‘rangements, to any’ unau;honzed -person without ;
. prior consent. of the Director of Central I'\telhgence
{ or his representative.” He also promised Director
Tume: last May to submx; the . manuscnp’ of this
book . (He explains that hé broke the promise because

- the aoency had leaked one:sided, self-promoting ye—

;: sions of the same Vxetnam events) e ias ey s
% .. In the event, Random House . °ot the book mto--.
prmt apd dlstnbuted thousands of copies before the.
. agency -knew’ about it. The question now is what.,
.can the Govérnment do that would amount to more -,
tha.n lecking the bamn door after the horse has been
stolen s e e
“To dxscou"age othe: pctentlal authOrs one possn-,-
bxhty being ‘disgussed in the Justice’ D°partment-1s
. a suit for, damaﬂcs against . Mr, Snepp, to attach .
hlS royalnes say,.and claim, them for violation of
the secrecy “contract A d;mculty With that.idea_.
“is, that it might reopen in court the whole contract
,, theory of the Marchetti case, wh:ch some think was. .
legally tenuous. Seeking damages from Mr. Snepp_ .
% might also appear t6 be vmdxctwe retaliation, ';
‘c,_ Another idea would. be .to seek. an- mJunctlon__
. against Mr. Snepp barring him from.any .further..
i speeches or.comments. on.matters. he learned while, .
',' in the agency. That is what was done. to.Mr. Mar- ‘3
chetu But that. extraordmanly sweeping and perpet- .
ual restraint,’ unique. in American history, troubles 4
.. many’ civil l.bertanans. ‘and it. seems - doubtful that -
- the Carter Administration would want to foliow an
example set during Richard Nixon's Administration...
" - Apart from the.circumstances ,of its origin, the .
le°a1 doctrme of.the Marchetti case makes. some
o~ Cartﬁr Admmxstratmn lawyers uneasy, For one thing, .-
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. it imposes 2. prior restraint. of. an extreme kind on. -

any former mtelhgence officer who ‘wants to discuss
.his or her experience, something like press licensing
. in Stuart England, ‘When ‘the -would-be -author- Sttb-.
. .mits. his. mam.scnpt,-the intelligence - 2gency may
. -take months to read .it.- The.agency may demand.
- .deletions of ‘the most trivial material. It tried to -
. .cut out of .the Marchetti .book, un:il shamed ont.~
of the demand, the fact that :Mr. Helms in a National -

. «Security Council .meeting hadr m1=pronounced the

‘name Malagasy. . . .. .
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